
From the desk of the Principal… 
Crossroads Academy-Central Street Families, 
Happy December! We have already almost finished 1st 
semester of this school year. It has been amazing to watch all of 
our Crossroads scholars grow throughout this semester. Thank 
you for your continued support.  As winter break approaches, we 
want to share some fun ways to maintain academics over break.  
One excellent way to do this is take some extra time to read with 
your scholar. This could include reading aloud to them, having 
them read to you, or reading and discussing a book together for 
older scholars. Another fun strategy is to play games together. 
Games are a perfect way to practice social skills and critical 
thinking. It’s a great time of year to connect as a family and build 
memories and skills.   

Mrs. LaCroix and Ms. Parker
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DECEMBER AT A GLANCE 

STAFF SPOTLIGHT 
Patrick Dove, 5th Grade Math 

WHERE DID YOU GROW UP? 
Lexington, Kentucky - the horse capital of the 

world and home to the best basketball team in 
the history of college basketball!  

HAVE ANY HOBBIES? 
I am an avid sports fan and watch them more 

than I should. My wife and I enjoy binge 
watching/listening to a good mystery 

(podcasts, movies, shows, etc.).  Our dog, a 
husky mix, is spoiled beyond belief. Additionally, 
we work with Big Brothers & Big Sisters of KC, 

serving as a Big Couple to a 10-year-old.  

WHAT DO YOU ENJOY MOST ABOUT CCS? 
The intimate size of the school allows me to 
form relationships  with students across all 
grade levels. I often have the opportunity to 
interact with students from PACE-8th grade. 

There is nothing better than being able to watch 
a student grow/mature over the short time you 

spend with them. 

WHAT IS A FAVORITE MEMORY  
FROM YOUR SCHOOL DAYS? 

It would have to be in 11th grade when I had 
one of my first male teachers. He inspired me to 

be a better person and has influenced me 
greatly through the years. I was lucky enough to 

have him join me for my wedding, and he still 
mentors me today. Having someone who 
believes in you and expects your best truly 

makes a difference.  

WHO IS YOUR FAVORITE CHARACTER  
FROM A BOOK & WHY? 

Elie Wiesel from the non-fiction book, Night. Elie 
Wiesel, the author, tells his stories of WWII and 

experiences in concentration camps. The 
resilience of this man and his experiences 

changed my outlook on life when I first read it 
and continues to inspire me to overcome any 

obstacle that I face.  

1011 Central Street  
Kansas City, MO 64105 

816-221-2600

DECEMBER 2017

crossroadsschoolskc.org 

@CAofKC | @CrossroadsCSt

12/1:  95% Attendance Dress Down & December Birthday Celebrations 
12/6:  Early Dismissal, 2:45pm 
12/13: Welcome Wednesday, 8:30am  
12/15: Spirit Day (wear Crossroads t-shirt w/ uniform bottoms) 
12/18: Board Meeting, 4:00pm 
12/18: 4th & 5th Grade Show “SNOW DAY!” at the Folly, NEW TIME 6:00pm 
12/20: Winter Parties & Early Dismissal, 2:45pm 
12/21 - 1/2: No School - Winter Break! 

* * * NO PAC MEETING THIS MONTH * * *

Superheroes of the Month 
Patrice Amos, 
Anna Egan, 

Kirk & 
Rebecca 
Johnson

These parents have been volunteer coaches for the Crossroads 3rd 
& 4th Grade Co-Ed Basketball Team.  Thanks for investing in our 
scholars - teaching them about teamwork, grit, and courage all while 
having a whole lot of fun!!

http://crossroadsschoolskc.org
http://crossroadsschoolskc.org


 “I would like to be a computer programmer or 
computer engineer. Creating websites and apps 
could influence the world. It could inspire people 
and make the profession of computer 
programming more well known.”
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THE WORD ON THE STREET JANUARY 9, 2017

—Liam Kelly, 6th grade, Dreaming BIG about his future!
3rd grade scholars 
wanted to get to know 
each other on a deeper 
level. In order to do that, 
scholars and families 

worked together to create a 
culture float. The floats snaked 
their way throughout the third 
grade wing, thus becoming a 
culture parade. As families worked 
together, parents had the 
opportunity to pass down and 
explain family traditions and 
culture, while students gained a 
better understanding or new 
insights into their background. In 
addition to the culture float 
parade, students were assessed 
on their research skills. They 
studied a country of their choice 
and then presented facts in three 
chosen areas at the 
accompanying publishing party. 
Some students chose to dig 
deeper into a country their 
relatives came from, while others 
chose one that interested them. 
3rd grade scholars learned a lot 
about themselves and others in 
this process!
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4th grade 
scholars are 
working on 
their Non-
Fiction 
Writing Unit. 
They are 
researching 
the American 
Revolution, Bill of Rights, 
Declaration of 
Independence, and the 
Articles of Confederation. 
Scholars are working in 
research groups 
researching a broad topic 
to then select a specific 
subtopic. For example, if 
the group is researching 
the American Revolution 
their subtopic could be 
one of the battles 
leading up to or during the 
American Revolution. Their end project will be 
writing an informational book on their chosen topics. 
Our 4th grade authors are excited to learn more 
about these topics and to create their books. 

H I G H L I G H T S 
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We are excited to announce that our our MAP scores were finalized mid-November and we are pleased with 
the progress we made from 2016!  Crossroads Academy-Central Street had great improvement in scores: ELA scores 
increased from 58% proficient/advanced in 2016 to 68% in 2017, Math scores increased from 39% proficient/advanced in 2016  to 
48% in 2017, and Science scores increased from 37% proficient/advanced in 2016 to 51% in 2017.    Our District-wide ELA scores 
are 64% in ELA, 42% in Math, and 51% in Science.  Even though our test scores improved, our APR (Annual Performance Report) 
percentage decreased.  This is due to three reasons.  First, the state’s formula for calculating APR is based off a three year 
comparison.  Since our 2017 scores were lower than our 2015 scores we did not receive any progress or growth points.  Second, we 
were not able to count any of our 8th grade Algebra scores because the state’s test was deemed invalid.  Third, we added over 200 
new students and know it takes a couple of years for kids to get acclimated to the new learning environment.  Our 2017 APR is 87% 
which DESE categorizes as “fully accredited”, but it is a drop from our 2016 APR of 98.6% which DESE categorizes as “accredited 
with distinction".  We are confident that we will continue to see growth in student achievement on the 2018 MAP assessment!  If 
you have questions, please contact Tysie McDowell-Ray, our Chief Academic Officer, at tmcdowellray@crossroadsschoolskc.org.


